PART ii: 1749-62

who lives by the revenues of literature, and will not lift a
finger to support it. If I come to live at Oxford, I shall take
up my abode at Trinity." We then called on the Reverend
Mr [John] Meeke, one of the fellows, and of Johnson's stand-
ing. Here was a most cordial greeting on both sides. On
leaving him, Johnson said, "I used to think Meeke had ex-
cellent parts, when we were boys together at the College;
but, alas!

'Lost in a convent's solitary gloom!'

I remember, at the classical lecture in the Hall, I could not
bear Meeke9 s superiority, and I tried to sit as far from him
as I could, that I might not hear him construe."

When he left Mr Meeke, he added, "About the same time
of life, Meeke was left behind at Oxford to feed on a Fellow-
ship, and I went to London to get my living: now, Sir, see
the difference of our literary characters!"'

The degree of Master of Arts, which, it has been observed,
could not be obtained for him at an early period of his life,
was now considered as an honour of considerable import-
ance, in order to grace the title-page of his Dictionary; and
his character in the literary world being by this time de-
servedly high, his friends thought that, if proper exertions
were made, the University of Oxford would pay him the
compliment.

1755 : ^TAT. 46.] - In 1755 we behold him to a great ad-
vantage; his degree of Master of Arts conferred upon him,
his Dictionary published, his correspondence animated, his
benevolence exercised.
Mr Andrew Millar, bookseller in the Strand, took the
principal charge of conducting the publication of Johnson's
Dictionary i and as the patience of the proprietors was re-
peatedly tried and almost exhausted, by their expecting that
the work would be completed within the time which John-
son had sanguinely supposed, the learned authour was often
goaded to dispatch, more especially as he had received all
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